
MLA Style: Notes 

The MLA Handbook and MLA Style Manual describe two kinds of notes that may be used in conjunction with MLA 

style parenthetical citations. Content notes and bibliographic notes differ in their purpose. Content notes can provide 

additional information or explanation about a topic. Bibliographic notes can provide evaluations of sources or further 

references for the reader to consider. Here is an example of each. 

Content note:  

This note  

contains further 

information 

about the topic.  

It continues the 

argument made 

within the body 

of the paper.  



Bibliographic note:  

This note contains 

a reference to an 

additional source 

the reader could 

consult for further 

discussion on the 

topic at hand.  


