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The purpose of this document is to aid students in their understanding of Originality Reports.  The examples 

used here are intended to represent the types of feedback Turnitin might offer.  The annotations are intended to 

assist with interpreting the feedback and to help in determining additional steps that need to be taken to correct 

potential problems. 

Directly Quoted Material Mishandled in Paper 

Turnitin uses a color-coded numbering system to identify sources from which content may have been borrowed.  

In the following example, the writer has clearly mishandled information, which was flagged by Turnitin.  If the 

writer chooses to use this information, accurate acknowledgement of the original source must be given.  Even 

though the information is quoted word for word from a source, no attribution has been provided. 

 

Directly Quoted Material Correctly Handled in Paper 

Turnitin will likely flag directly quoted material used in a paper, as shown above. 

In the following example, Turnitin flagged a direct quotation.  The writer should confirm that the directly 

quoted material is handled correctly. 

 Direct quotation is enclosed in quotation marks. 

 In text citation follows the quoted material.  
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Paraphrased Material Flagged by Turnitin 

In this example, the writer has paraphrased information and has included an in text citation.  However, Turnitin 

has flagged several words in the paraphrased material that seem to come directly from the source.  The writer 

should carefully evaluate these flagged pieces to determine that enough of the original text has been placed in 

the writer’s own words.  Close paraphrase, considered a form of plagiarism, occurs when a writer has not 

changed the original content in a significant way. 

  

Paraphrased Material Not Flagged by Turnitin 

In this example, notice the use of the in text citation with the paraphrased material and notice that significant 

changes have been made from the original content; Turnitin did not flag any of the paraphrased text. 

 


